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Congratulations to the Scholarship Award Winners! 

Education is a key mission of SPE and of the Palisades-New Jersey Section. Our Section’s scholarships are funded by the Gerson-
Riley Endowment Fund. We have awarded approximately $200,000 over the past five years, and in 2020 awarded $26,000. We
celebrated the students in a virtual meeting this year. Several of the scholarships are named in honor of members of our section.
You can read about their history on our website. Board of Directors’ scholarships were also awarded.

This year, the Alva Whitney Memorial Graduate Scholarship was awarded to Kees Schipper, an MS candidate in Nutritional Epi-
demiology and Data Science at Tufts Friedman School. He graduated from Yale College in 2019 with a B.S. in Biomedical engi-
neering. His summer research at Tufts under Profs. Zheng and Steindler was in testing the effect of antioxidants found in a
polymolecular botanical drug.

Board of Directors’ Graduate Scholarships were awarded to: 
Alexandra Spitzer, who graduated from Rutgers with a BS in Materials Science and Engineering and will be seeking a PhD in
Materials Science at the University of Illinois. 
Alyaa Elsaadany, who is a PhD candidate in materials Science at Rutgers University and earned her BS in Chemical and Bio-
molecular Engineering at NYU. She is working on thermally protective and fire retardant coatings in Dr. Nosker’s lab. 
Brian MacDowall, who is a PhD candidate in Materials Science at Rutgers. He earned his BS in Materials Science at Rutgers
and is working under Dr. Nosker in graphene reinforced polymer matrix composites. He is studying the mechanical effects of
graphene orientation in polymers. 

The Jack Ryan Undergraduate Scholarship was awarded to Elizabeth DeFazio, a rising Junior at Rutgers who will be earning a
BS in Materials Science/Engineering. She is performing undergraduate research in PEG/cellulose acetate attachment to nanopar-
ticles. She is currently working at a co-op job at Phillips 66.

The Richard Bradley Undergraduate Scholarship was awarded to Farah Samy, a rising Senior at Rutgers who will be earning a
BS in Materials Science. 

The J. Stephen Duerr Undergraduate Scholarship was awarded to Kyle McKee, a rising Senior at Rutgers in Materials Science
and Engineering. 

Board of Director’s Undergraduate scholarships were awarded to:
Anna Minakhina, a rising Senior at Rutgers and will be earning a BS in Materials Science and Engineering with a minor in 
Mathematics. She is doing undergraduate research in graphene nanoflake-reinforced polymer composites. 
Alissa Kapp, a rising sophomore at Elon University, studying Environmental Science. 
Jordan Remillard, a rising sophomore at Elon University, studying Marketing.
Tyler Balas, a rising sophomore at TCNJ, majoring in Physics.  
Emily Duerr, a rising sophomore at Duke University in Pre-Med. 

The Sal Monte High School Scholarship was awarded to Kyle Duerr, who will be attending Duke University, studying Biomedical
Engineering. He graduated from Cardinal Gibbons High School in Raleigh, NC.  
The Francis McAndrew High School Scholarship was awarded to Joi Rae Connor, who will be attending Loyola University of
Chicago, studying Marketing. She graduated from Springside Chestnut Hill Academy in Philadelphia. 
Board of Directors High School Scholarships were awarded to:
Jonathan Benderly-Kremen, who graduated from Metuchen High School and will be attending TCNJ. 

Congratulations and best wishes to all the award-winning students!  
And thank you to Mark Lavach for organizing and to the Scholarship Committee for all the time and effort in reviewing applications. 

 https://spe-pnj.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/scholarship-history-2020.pdf
http://www.4spe.org
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Bernard Cooperstein passed away, at the age of 92, on
May 22, 2020, due to complications from COvID-19. He
was born in Brooklyn, New York – the youngest of Rose
and Ruben Cooperstein’s three children. After graduating
from high school, he proudly served his country as a Marine
in The Korean War. He was a lifelong New Yorker who
achieved great success in the Plastics Industry. He was
longtime member of what was the Newark Section of SPE,
serving on its board and as a fixture at local NY Section
meetings.

Bernie was best known in the Tooling Industry as a sales-
man for H&S Tool in Brooklyn, NY. Bernie was a Brooklyn
original, with a strong hand shake upon every greeting. He
was the great uncle of the current SPE NY Section Presi-
dent, Adam Winston.

Bernie was predeceased by his parents, Rose and Ruben,
brother Abraham, and prominent members of the plas-
tics community, brother-in-law Sol Halpern, and nephew,
Marvin Halpern. 

He will be missed. 

IN MEMORIUM: SPE NY SECTION:
BERNARD COOPERSTEIN

The SPE Palisades New Jersey board held a virtual meeting
in July. Peggy Schipper will be the Section president for the
year, which runs from July 2020 to July 2021. Arya Tewatia
will be first vice-president, and Stu Kapp will be secretary.
Thank you to all those serving in new positions and to those
who have graciously agreed to continue in their positions.
See the last page of the newsletter for an updated list. Elec-
tions for new directors typically are held in March, and the
Board is looking for new people who want to get involved.
Contact the Board at info@spe-pnj.org if you are interested
or have questions. 

It appears that virtual meetings will be the new normal for
now, but Board members are hopeful that a virtual forum
might allow some to reconnect who wouldn’t normally
make the drive to a physical meeting. Details for our fall vir-
tual section meeting will be sent out as soon as we figure it
out. 

SPE PALISADES NEW JERSEY

SECTION NEWS

 
  

              
               

  

             

           

100532 O-Halogen PE 100% Compound

103132 O-Halogen EVA 100% Compound

11371 Brominated PE 18-20% Concentrate

401155 Brominated PP 18-20% Concentrate

Carrier Usage
Code Type Resin LDR  For V-0

Other flame retardant, foams and specialty additive concentrates
for various resin types (HDPE, PvC, PP) are available.

Contact Joe Serbaroli at: joseph.serbaroli@ampacet.com or:

Ampacet Corp.,Tarrytown, NY 800-888-4267

Flame Retardant
Concentrates & Compounds

Managing the Elements of Success TM

https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=5113
mailto:joseph.serbaroli@ampacet.com
http://www.ampacet.com
http://www.plasticsportal.net/wa/plastics/portal
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ARKEMA PVC 
ADDITIVES 
MEAN PRODUCT  
PERFORMANCE

Selling to the extrusion 
and injection molding 
industry for over 50 
years, with the continuing 
innovation and quality 
products you’ve 
come to expect  
from Arkema.

additives-arkema.com

Durastrength® is a registered trademark  
of Arkema Inc
Plastistrength® is a registered trademark 
of Arkema
© 2018 Arkema Inc  All rights reserved 

OVER 90 YEARS 

OF EXPERIENCE IN
MATERIALS DISTRIBUTION

Trenton, NJ 08601 | 800.257.9452   

 Buena Park, CA 90620 | 800.826.8175

hmroyal.com

   

  

   

   

  

   

   

  

   

   

  

   

   

  

   

   

  

   

   

  

   

   

  

   

Manufacturers of high quality Polymer Additives to the global Polymer Industry

Santicizer® Fast Fusing and Phosphate Ester Plasticizers*Synpro® Stearates

erm-Chek® Mixed Metal Heat Stabilizers *Petrac Waxes, Stearic Acid

* Micro-Check® Antimicrobials * Plas-Chek® Epoxidized Soybean Oil

Benzyl Chloride * UV-Chek® UV Stabilizers

Joe Cairoli National Account Manager * Phone 908-510 -1217

CREATING VALUE | www.emeryoleo.com

EMERY OLEOCHEMICALS –  
THE FIRST CHOICE IN SUSTAINABLE  
POLYMER ADDITIVES.
LUBRICANTS  |  RELEASE AGENTS  |  SPECIAL PLASTICIZERS
SURFACE FINISH AGENTS  |  VISCOSITY REGULATORS

http://www.emeryoleo.com
http://www.valtris.com
http://recarroll.com
https://hmroyal.com/
http://www.additives-arkema.com
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Carlos Carpio, Eastern Regional Sales Manager
Phone: 330-340-0757 

Email: ccarpio@doverchem.com

Azelis Americas CASE: Providing 
the highest quality raw materials and 
superior service to the plastics and 
polymer industries for over 20 years.

azelis.com/americas/case

Products
• Metallic Stearates 
• Fillers 
• Plasticizers 
• Waxes 
• Pigments 
• Heat Stabilizers
• UV Absorbers 
• Antioxidants 
• HALS  
• Biocides
• Opical Brighteners
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INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS

ubberR

  
 

 

                         

  
 

 

                         

mericas CASE:zelis AA Pr
terials andthe highest quality raw ma

superior service to the plastics and

  
 

 

                         

ovidingPr
terials and

superior service to the plastics and

Products
tes teara• Metallic S

• Fillers 
ers • Plasticiz

vestiddiA
& Plastic

  
 

 

                         

  
 

 

                         

superior service to the plastics and
or over 20 years.polymer industries f

o about our extensive fFor additional in
oduct lines visit: pr elis.com/americas/caseaz

  
 

 

                         

superior service to the plastics and
or over 20 years.

o about our extensive 
elis.com/americas/case

ers • Plasticiz
es ax• W

• Pigments 
erstabilizt S• Hea

• UV Absorbers 
xidants • Antio

• HALS  
• Biocides
• Opical Brighteners

elis Americas CASEAz
550Suite Drive Pictoria 225 

46ti, OH 452Cincinna
4 1594P 800 37

  
 

 

                         550

vOLUME 58 NUMBER 6 AUGUST 20204

No hydroxyl (OH-) groups or H2O needed toform 1.5 nanometer atomic monolayers for com-
plete adhesion.
No pH sensitivity − special pretreatment needed.
Proton (H+) reactive with organic/inorganic sub-
strates.Unlike silanes, works with CaC03 and
Carbon Black
Add directly into mix for in situ coupling and
catalysis – Re & Co polymerization for Compatibi-
lization.
Resist aging and corrosion at the interface.

Ken-React® Titanates and Zirconates − They Are Different Than Silanes
ADHESION PROMOTION – ETFE to Glass

l

l

l

l

l

Different because they work differently:

Without Ken-React®

With Ken-React®
www.4kenrich.com

Check out our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/PalisadesSectionSPE

And our Website
www.SPE-PNJ.org

http://spe-pnj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PalisadesSectionSPE
https://www.facebook.com/PalisadesSectionSPE
http://4kenrich.com
http://www.monsonco.com
mailto:ccarpio@doverchem.com
http://noracadditives.com/
http://www.doverchem.com
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2020-21 OFFICERS

President Peggy Schipper Performance Additives 848-846-0086 
1st vice President Arya Tewatia Rutgers University 908-565-1231
2nd vice President
Treasurer Francis McAndrew Retired 908-273-3152 (hm)
Secretary Stu Kapp Leistritz 908-685-2233
Councilor Maggie Baumann G.H. Associates 908-832-2207
Past President Mike Carnese Consultant 732-208-4333

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Awards: TBD Education Chair: Mark Lavach 610-878-6985
Endowment Fund: J. Stephen Duerr 908-500-9333 Finance: Art Finkle 203-572-8923
House: Pete Hayles 732 569-2368 Membership: Jennifer Markarian 908-638-5669
Program: Stu Kapp 908-685-2233 Publications: Jennifer Markarian 908-638-5669

Section Liaison: Bob Kappus 908-619-5858 Social Media Mgr. Peggy Schipper 848-846-0086 
Special Events: Jim Williamson 610-662-7779 Sponsorship: Pete Hayles 732 569-2368

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE LIST

Contact any person on this page by emailing info@spe-pnj.org

2020-21 DIRECTORS
Art Finkle The Finkle Consultancy 203-572-8923
Michael Fisch Retired

2021-22 DIRECTORS
Joe Duska Mainetti 732-778-1599
Bob Kappus Consultant 908-619-5858
Mark Lavach Arkema 610-878-6985

2022-23 DIRECTORS
Rob Decker    Norac  215-696-2008
Andres Ginez  Lanxess 732-266-6238

EMERITUS DIRECTOR
Jay Kotak Retired

http://www.brabender-pharma.com
imailto:nfo@spe-pnj.org
http://www.4spe.org



