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Newsletter of the Palisades - New Jersey Section

The Society of Plastics Engineers September 2020

SPEC SHEET

SPE Palisades New Jersey First Virtual Section Meeting
Thursday, September 24, 5:30 pm, on-line

SPE’S VISION
Jason Lyons, SPE President-Elect

With events moved to all-virtual for (at least) the fall, what will the coming year look like for SPE and its mission of education and
connection? Join us to hear SPE President-Elect, Dr. Jason Lyons, share SPE’s vision, plans, and what has been learned from the
virtual events held so far. Join in the discussion with your SPE Palisades-New Jersey Section and hear from our new President,
Peggy Schipper, as we look for innovative ways to connect virtually with our local SPE community. 

The Board meeting will begin at 4 pm, and the General meeting will begin at 5:30 pm and conclude around 6:30 pm. It’s the new
normal kind of happy hour, so bring your own beverage!  Whether you are near or far from central NJ, we’d love to see you online.  
The link for the GoToMeeting Video Meeting and Phone Dial-In Information will be posted on our website www.spe-pnj.org on the
day of the meeting. 

The board meeting invitation with a private link will be sent to the board of directors and chairpersons by email; contact us at
info@spe-pnj.org with questions or if you want to attend the board meeting.

Speaker biography: 
Jason Lyons is President-Elect for SPE and has been involved with SPE for many years. From 2010-2018, he sat on the SPE En-
gineering Properties & Structure Division (EPSDIV) Board of Directors. During that time, he introduced the EPSDIV Seminar Series,
was an EPSDIV technical program chair in 2010 and 2017 and was EPSDIV chair in 2014. He has been on the SPE Additive Man-
ufacturing & 3D Printing Special Interest Group Board of Directors since 2016 and has been an ANTEC® moderator since 2010.
Lyons served on the SPE Executive Board as VP Divisions from 2016, and in July 2020 was elected as president-elect through
2021, when he will start his term as president through 2022.

Dr. Lyons is also Business Manager for Arkema’s Kepstan®PEKK product line. He started at Arkema, Inc in 2006 as a Scientist
working on developing the next generation toughening agents for a variety of plastic materials. In 2012 he became the R&D Manager
for the Plastics Additives team.  After four years, he was asked to lead a new start-up business within Arkema’s corporate incubator,
and is now Business Manager for Arkema’s Kepstan®PEKK product line.  Prior to joining Arkema, Dr. Lyons worked for NovaComp,
Inc. where he led efforts to secure government funding for small business research grants and he was an Adjunct Professor at
Philadelphia University in the College of Engineering teaching courses on Biomechanics and Textile Mechanics. He has a PhD in
Materials Engineering from Drexel University and a BS in Textile Engineering from Philadelphia University.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES

2020
September 24 Section Meeting (Virtual)
October 20-21 Vinyltec®2020 : 

A Clear Vision of the Future 

2021
March 22-26 ANTEC®2021 
May 17-21 NPE2021 

Want To Become a Section Member?

If you’re receiving this newsletter regularly, you probably are
on our membership list. But if not, if you’re already an SPE
member, click here to add a geographical section to your
SPE membership. If you want to join SPE as a member, click
here, and then choose Palisades-New Jersey as your section
membership. Our section members are also active in SPE
Technical Divisions, such as the Vinyl Plastics Division, the
Thermoplastic Materials and Foams Division, and the Extru-
sion Division, among others. Check out all the divisions here.

https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3317
https://extrusion.4spe.org/
https://extrusion.4spe.org/
http://www.spetpmf.com/
https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=3570
https://www.4spe.org/i4a/ams/public/member_start.cfm
https://www.4spe.org/i4a/ams/public/member_start.cfm
https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3279
https://www.showsbee.com/fairs/SPE-Vinyltec-Conference.html
https://www.showsbee.com/fairs/SPE-Vinyltec-Conference.html
http://www.4spe.org
https://www.showsbee.com/fairs/SPE-Vinyltec-Conference.html
https://www.showsbee.com/fairs/SPE-Vinyltec-Conference.html


VOLUME 59 NUMBER 1 SEPTEMBER 20202

Welcome to a new season of the Palisades-NJ Section of SPE – COVID Style.  As the incoming President,
I have to say that it’s a daunting task to be taking over the reins from Mike Carnese in the middle of a
COVID-19 Pandemic.  But in hindsight, during my 30+ years in the industry, we have always had a chal-
lenge to rise to.  Way back in the day, before I started my career and when vinyl was in its infancy, the Vinyl
Chloride Monomer scare threatened to shut down the whole industry before it even got started.  But
brilliant scientists with innovative thinking stepped up and fixed the problem, which resulted in the very
safe manufacturing procedures that we have today.  In the 80’s and 90’s, Greenpeace and Environmen-
talists were relentless in their attacks on the plastics industry, especially vinyl, and pioneers of the Palisades
Section like Len Nass, Dave Riley and Elliott Weinberg fought back with sound science and arguments.
Throughout the years in between, we have risen to numerous other challenges, always with sound science
and education. 

During those early years, the industry was booming and meetings and conferences attracted hundreds and sometimes thousands
of attendees.  From those conferences came the Section’s “war chest” which enables us to fund thousands of dollars in schol-
arships annually.  In 2020, our section gave out over $26,000 to incoming college freshmen, other undergraduate students and
graduate students mostly in the scientific fields.  Mark Lavach and his committee worked tirelessly to further the section’s mission
of Education.  With the cost of education today, I have to
say that our ability to help students further their education
while easing their debt drives me in my involvement in this
section and is the thing that I am most proud of.   

This year, coming up in October 20-21, we will be co-
sponsoring with the Vinyl Division our first virtual Vinyltec –
“20/20 : A Clear Vision of the Future”.  We are hopeful that
the virtual format will enable many more people to attend
and reap the benefit of the knowledge of the great lineup
that the Technical Program Committee has worked tire-
lessly to put together.  Please sign up by clicking here.
Proceeds from the conference enable us to give more
scholarship money in the spring. 

Lastly, please join us virtually on September 24th at
5:30PM for our first VIRTUAL Monthly Meeting to hear Dr
Jason Lyons, President-Elect of SPE share SPE’s vision,
plans, and what has been learned from the virtual events
held so far. It’s free, you don’t have to plan too far ahead
and we’d love to see you (even if only on the screen) with
your ideas for future monthly meeting topics and events.

Best Regards & Stay Healthy!
Peg Schipper

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

ARKEMA PVC 
ADDITIVES 
MEAN PRODUCT  
PERFORMANCE

Selling to the extrusion 
and injection molding 
industry for over 50 
years, with the continuing 
innovation and quality 
products you’ve 
come to expect  
from Arkema.

additives-arkema.com

Durastrength® is a registered trademark  
of Arkema Inc
Plastistrength® is a registered trademark 
of Arkema
© 2018 Arkema Inc  All rights reserved 

Check out our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/PalisadesSectionSPE

And our Website
www.SPE-PNJ.org

http://spe-pnj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PalisadesSectionSPE
https://www.facebook.com/PalisadesSectionSPE
http://www.additives-arkema.com
https://www.4spe.org/i4a/ams/meetings/index.cfm?controller=meetings&action=startRegistration&conferenceID=296&reginit=1&pageID=5827
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OVER  YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE IN
MATERIALS DISTRIBUTION

Trenton, NJ 08601 | 800.257.9452   

 Buena Park, CA 90620 | 800.826.8175

hmroyal.com

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

No hydroxyl (OH-) groups or H2O needed toform 1.5 nanometer atomic monolayers for com-
plete adhesion.
No pH sensitivity − special pretreatment needed.
Proton (H+) reactive with organic/inorganic sub-
strates.Unlike silanes, works with CaC03 and
Carbon Black
Add directly into mix for in situ coupling and
catalysis – Re & Co polymerization for Compatibi-
lization.
Resist aging and corrosion at the interface.

Ken-React® Titanates and Zirconates − They Are Different Than Silanes
ADHESION PROMOTION – ETFE to Glass

l

l

l

l

l

Different because they work differently:

Without Ken-React®

With Ken-React®
www.4kenrich.com

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

Carlos Carpio, Eastern Regional Sales Manager
Phone: 330-340-0757 Fax: 330-365-3993

Email: ccarpio@doverchem.com

 
  

              
               

  

             

           

100532 O-Halogen PE 100% Compound

103132 O-Halogen EVA 100% Compound

11371 Brominated PE 18-20% Concentrate

401155 Brominated PP 18-20% Concentrate

Carrier Usage
Code Type Resin LDR  For V-0

Other flame retardant, foams and specialty additive concentrates
for various resin types (HDPE, PVC, PP) are available.

Contact Joe Serbaroli at: joseph.serbaroli@ampacet.com or:

Ampacet Corp.,Tarrytown, NY 800-888-4267

Flame Retardant
Concentrates & Compounds

Managing the Elements of Success TM

mailto:joseph.serbaroli@ampacet.com
http://www.ampacet.com
mailto:ccarpio@doverchem.com
http://www.doverchem.com
http://www.brabender-pharma.com
http://4kenrich.com
http://recarroll.com
https://hmroyal.com/
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Although the fall 2020 semester is not exactly a normal one, we at SPE-Rutgers hope to be just as, if not more, involved and inter-
active as we normally are! Our main goal is to focus on sharing the plastics industry with our Rutgers community and getting the
word out about what makes it so unique and exciting. We really want to get more students involved and provide more opportunities
for the community. Some events we have planned for this fall semester is a meet-and-greet type networking event with professors,
alumni events, and various special guest speaking events. We can’t wait to see what the semester has in store for us! 

SPE 2020-21 Executive Board:
President: Sanjna Sukumaran Vice President: Himanshu Byri
Treasurer: Keely McCabe EGC Representative: Melanie Alpert
Secretary: Matthew Chase Media/Outreach: Kira Wilson

A picture from our recent (virtual) e-board meeting! 

(and add at the bottom Cost to Attend: $149)

https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=5113

20/20: A CLEAR VISION OF THE FUTURE
Day 1   Pre-Conference Workshop PVC 101: Introductions to the
chemistry, applications, and formulation.
This course is designed for the new entries in the PVC industry, and
is also appropriate for those in the polymer trade that are looking
for a primer on vinyl. The course will cover rigid and flexible, plasti-
sols and dry blends, properties and testing.

Day 2  Presentations 20/20: A Clear Vision of the Future of Vinyl
Industry insiders and experts share new insights and recent updates
on this changing landscape. We will be discussing timely topics like
how legislature and current economic trends are affecting the in-
dustry, the impacts of the demand for sustainability, and how the
supply of raw materials may be changing in the future. Suppliers
and manufacturers in the vinyl space will be presenting new prod-
ucts and equipment that can potentially add value to many the ap-
plications in the vinyl market.
Cost to Attend: $149 REGISTER

https://www.4spe.org/i4a/ams/meetings/index.cfm?controller=meetings&action=startRegistration&conferenceID=296&reginit=1&pageID=5827
https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=5113
http://www.plasticsportal.net/wa/plastics/portal
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2020-21 OFFICERS

President Peggy Schipper Performance Additives 484-846-0086 
1st Vice President Arya Tewatia Rutgers University 908-565-1231
2nd Vice President
Treasurer Francis McAndrew Retired 908-273-3152
Secretary Stu Kapp Leistritz 908-685-2233
Councilor Maggie Baumann G.H. Associates 908-832-2207
Past President Mike Carnese Consultant 732-208-4333

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Awards: TBD Education Chair: Mark Lavach 610-878-6985
Endowment Fund: J. Stephen Duerr 908-500-9333 Finance: Art Finkle 203-572-8923
House: Pete Hayles 732 569-2368 Membership: Jennifer Markarian 908-638-5669
Program: Stu Kapp 908-685-2233 Publications: Jennifer Markarian 908-638-5669

Section Liaison: Bob Kappus 908-619-5858 Social Media Mgr. Peggy Schipper 484-846-0086 
Special Events: Jim Williamson 610-662-7779 Sponsorship: Pete Hayles 732 569-2368

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE LIST

Contact any person on this page by emailing info@spe-pnj.org

2020-21 DIRECTORS
Art Finkle The Finkle Consultancy 203-572-8923
Michael Fisch Retired

2021-22 DIRECTORS
Joe Duska Mainetti 732-778-1599
Bob Kappus R Kappus, LLC 908-619-5858
Mark Lavach Arkema 610-878-6985

2022-23 DIRECTORS
Rob Decker    Norac  215-696-2008
Andres Ginez  Lanxess 732-266-6238

EMERITUS DIRECTOR
Jay Kotak Retired
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http://noracadditives.com/
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